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REMARKS 

Upon entry of these amendments, claims 33 and 35-37 are pending in the present 
application. Claims 1-32, 34 and 38-44 are cancelled, without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Applicants reserve the right to prosecute the subject matter of these claim in one or more 
continuing applications. Claim 1 is amended. Support for amended claim 1 can be found 
throughout the specification, for example, at page 11, line 13 - page 12, line 4 and page 16, lines 
4-14. No new matter is added. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants respectfully request clarification as to why the Examiner did not consider the 
Nozik-Grayck et al reference denoted "CI" on the February 11, 2005 Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

Requirement for Restriction/Election 

Applicants acknowledge that claims 1-32 and 38-44 are withdrawn as being drawn to 
non-elected species. Applicants have cancelled these claims herein and reserve the right to 
prosecute the subject matter of these claim in one or more continuing applications 

Claim for Priority Under 35 U.S.C. 120 

Applicants acknowledge that the Examiner has granted claims 33-37 and effective filing 
date ofOctober3,2003. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, First Paragraph 

Claims 33-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. See, Office Action at pages 4-11. Applicants have 
cancelled claim 34 and amended claim 33 (from which the remaining claims subject to the 
rejection depend) to recite that the neurodegenerative disease is Huntington's disease, 
Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's Disease or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis; that the thiol reactive 
agent is selected from the group consisting of NO, NO donors, avicins, arsenicals, thiol 
arsenides, selenium compounds, gold compounds, maleimides, formamides, nicotinamide 
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adenine dinucleotide, hydrogen peroxide, hydrogen sulfide, thiol reactive aldehydes, quinones, 
sulfides, lactones and S-sulfo derivatives and that the NO or NO donor is ethyl nitrite, S- 
nitrosoglutathione, nitrosoallopurinol or Angeli's salt which the Examiner has stated is supported 
by the instant application as filed. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Claims 33-37 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while the Examiner concedes is enabling for the treatment of the recited 
neurodegenerative disorders and thiol reactive agents, the Examiner contends does not 
reasonably provide enablement for the treatment of any neurodegenerative disorder with any thiol 
reactive agent and does not provide enablement for the prophylaxis for any neurodegenerative 
disorder. See, Office Action at pages 11 -21. 

To facilitate prosecution, applicants have cancelled claim 34 and amended claim 33 (from 
which the remaining claims subject to the rejection depend) to delete "prophylaxis" and recite 
that the neurodegenerative disease is Huntington's disease, Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's 
Disease or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis; that the thiol reactive agent is selected from the group 
consisting of NO, NO donors, avicins, arsenicals, thiol arsenides, selenium compounds, gold 
compounds, maleimides, formamides, nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, hydrogen peroxide, 
hydrogen sulfide, thiol reactive aldehydes, quinones, sulfides, lactones and S-sulfo derivatives 
- and that the NO or NO donor is ethyl nitrite, S-nitrosoglutathione, nitrosoallopurinol or Angeli ? s 
salt -- a group of compounds that the Examiner has stated is enabled by the instant application as 
filed. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) 

Claims 33-34 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,234,956 to Lipton ("Upton") in light of Lemere et al., American Journal of 
Pathology, 1995 (" Lemere ")and Stedman's Medical Dictionary, 1972 (" Stedman "). See, Office 
Action at pages 23 -24. Applicants traverse the rejection with respect to the pending claims as 
amended herein. 
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Claim 33, as amended herein and from which the remaining claims subject to the 
rejection depend, requires that the thiol reactive agent is selected from the group consisting of 
NO, NO donors, avicins, arsenicals, thiol arsenides, selenium compounds, gold compounds, 
maleimides, formamides, nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, hydrogen peroxide, hydrogen 
sulfide, thiol reactive aldehydes, quinones, sulfides, lactones and S-sulfo derivatives and that the 
NO or NO donor is ethyl nitrite, S-nitrosoglutathione, nitrosoallopurinol or Angeli's salt. Lipton 
teaches the administration of the specific compounds nitroglycerin, nitroprusside, isosorbide 
mononitrate or isosorbide to reduce NMDA receptor complex-mediate neuronal damage. 
However, Lipton does not teach the administration of the instantly claimed thiol reactive agents 
to treat a neurodegenerative disorder. As such, Lipton does not teach all the limitations of the 
pending claims as amended herein. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Claims 33 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 
02/020022 to Duncan (" Duncan ") in light of Lemere. See, Office Action at pages 24-25. 
Applicants traverse the rejection with respect to the pending claims as amended herein. 

As described above, claim 33, as amended herein and from which the remaining claims 
subject to the rejection depend, requires that the thiol reactive agent is selected from the group 
consisting of NO, NO donors, avicins, arsenicals, thiol arsenides, selenium compounds, gold 
- compounds, maleimides, formamides, nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, hydrogen peroxide, 
hydrogen sulfide, thiol reactive aldehydes, quinones, sulfides, lactones and S-sulfo derivatives 
and that the NO or NO donor is ethyl nitrite, S-nitrosoglutathione, nitrosoallopurinol or Angelas 
salt. Duncan teaches the administration of a tetracycline compound to treat a neurological 
disorder. However, Duncan does not teach the administration of the instantly claimed thiol 
reactive agents to treat a neurodegenerative disorder. As such, Duncan does not teach all the 
limitations of the pending claims as amended herein. Applicants respectfully request withdrawal 
of the rejection. 
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CONCLUSION 

On the basis of the foregoing amendment and remark, Applicants respectfully submit that 
the pending claims are in condition for allowance. Should any questions or issues arise 
concerning this application, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone number provided below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Dated: July 18, 2006 




Ivor/R. Elrifi,Uteg. No. 39,529 
Matthew Pavao, Reg. No. 50,572 

torney/ Agent for Applicants 
c/o MINTZ, LEVIN 
Tel: (617)542-6000 
Fax: (617)542-2241 
Customer No.: 30623 
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